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... In Comics, No One Can Hear You Screa 


Many people pick up the various Dark 
Horse Aliens products because of the 
original movie series, not because they 
are what you call traditional comics 

readers. And while comics and film 
are two similar but very different 
mediums of storytelling, this collection 
of Aliens: Stronghold is one of the most 
cinematographic comics ever 
published. This is due, in no small 
part, to the exceptional creative talents 
of writer John Arcudi and artist Doug 
Mahnke, who fashioned the four-issue 
series with such an amazing plot that 
you are forced to keep turning the 
pages as you absorb the visual detail 
and story line. From the very first 
page, when Andy approaches the 
”camera” and it pulls out to reveal the 
Alien Queen, the pacing of the story 
and art draw you into Stronghold like 
a film would. Like a good horror 
movie, this story inspires fear, a sense 
of excitement, and plenty of laughs. 


Laughs in an Aliens story? Sure! 
There's a thin line between horror 
and humor, and the Arcudi/Mahnke 
team knows how to straddle it like 
a bucking bronco. Amongst the gore, 
there are guffaws in a way that make 
the characters seem more real, if not 
more “human” (since many of the 
leads are not actually Homo sapiens). 
The tension between Dean and Jeri 
in Stronghold is amusing, and you 
wonder if the talking Alien synthetic 
has a high, nasally voice (that the 


speechless Alien a voice. Here, 
however, it adds to the singularity of 
Jeri. Besides, the creators have proven 
they can tell a story with a mute 
character, as seen in their Mask spin- 
off series, Walter: Campaign of Terror 
(which is deserving of many awards). 


There are several well-fleshed-out 
personalities in Stronghold, making 
you despise, relate to, or sympathize 
with the various characters. You 
become more involved as the story 
unfolds. Who is the actual villain of 
the story? Is it the Aliens? Caspar 
Nordling or the synthetic Dr. Payne? 
What is the true mission of Philip and 
Joy Strunk? Will Lizzy revolt? And 
can you really trust a talking, cigar- 
smoking Alien named Jeri? These 
questions are raised and unexpectedly 
answered as the tale takes you on a 
roller-coaster ride of thrills, chills, and 
visceral spills. 


Detail is paramount in an Arcudi 
script, and it really shines when 
combined with the art of Mahnke. 
Comics stories are not created in a 
vacuum (though Stronghold is set in 
one), and hard-core Aliens fans will 
notice elements from the movies and 
other Dark Horse Aliens series. Though 
working within existing continuity, 
Arcudi and Mahnke have succeeded 
in making this story their own. 


Comics creators are not nurtured in 


French would love) when he banters a vacuum either. In case you didn’t 


with the armored, specialized 
synthetic, Dean. In some hands, it 
would be considered a creative crut 


know, John and Doug have worked 
in comics for years, separately and 
ch together. They're most notably known 


in the soundless medium of comics as the original team that brought us 
to further the plot by giving a usually that outrageous star of comics, film, 


and TV, The Mask, as we know him today. If you 
haven't read their three Mask comics series, do 
yourself a favor and get the collected trade 
paperbacks of The Mask, The Mask Returns, and 
The Mask Strikes Back from Dark Horse and be 
ready to have some unadulterated fun. There 
you'll see the creative evolution of the 
Arcudi/Mahnke force that has flowered into Walter 
and the Mask/Lobo crossover from Dark Horse 
and DC Comics. On their own, Arcudi's and 
Mahnke's talents have complemented other 
popular titles, like John's run on Barb Wire 
(another comic/movie/comic) and Doug's 
contribution to the Dark Horse superhero title, 
X. As with X, Doug's pencils for Stronghold are 
more than ably assisted by fan-favorite inker 
Jimmy Palmiotti, who plies his trade on the last 
three chapters. 


Meanwhile (as they say in the funny books), sit 
back and get ready to witness an Aliens adventure 
bigger than the blockbuster movie series that 
inspired it, with enough plot twists and visuals 
to leave you twisted. You won't soon forget the 
horrific images and concepts within these pages. 
And remember . . . in comics, no one can hear 
you scream! 


Mort Todd 
New York, NY 


1996 


Mort Todd is a video director, producer, storyboard artist, 
and former editor in chief of Cracked and tlie Marvel 
Music line of music comics. He has also done covers for the 

series of Back from the Grave garage punk compilations 
for Crypt Records. 


Detail from Duncan Fegredo's 
Aliens vs. Predator: War 
trade-paperback cover 


YOUR CONCERN 
1$ UNWARRANTED. 
Ц THEY'RE ALL IN THE OUTER 


EVEN IF 
I WERE TO SHOUT, 


I'VE LOCATED 
A FEW MORE. 


y 


SWITCH 
ON THE "AIR- 
BRAKES" 


EST 
JOB WE'VE EVER 
“AND 
GETTING 
STRANGER." 


THIS HAS 
BEEN THE WEIRD! 


7/5 BEEN 


STRANGE ALL RIGHT m 


"YEA 


CASPAR 
NORDLING, AT YOUR 
SERVICE. 


YOU BROUGHT 
PLENTY OF EYES, I 
HOPE? 


I'M SORRY ABOUT THE 
DELAY IN GETTING YOU YOUR 
PARTS, BUT— 


AHH, FORGET 
IT. DEEP-SPACE TRAVEL 
16 EXPENSIVE. 


GRANT-CORP 
CAN'T SCURRY OUT FOR 
EVERY REQUISITION. I 
KNOW THAT. 


BESIDES, IT ISN'T LIKE 
THESE TWITS ARE ACTUALLY 
SUFFERING. 


C'MON, ILL 
TAKE YOU TO YOUR 
QUARTERS. AFTER YOU WASH 
UP, I'LL INTRODUCE YOU 
то JERI 


HELL BE Ale 
HELPING YOU WITH с 
THE HIVE SECURITY 


CHECK „6 


| DOCTOR, BUT SHOULDN'T 
É WE BÉ HELPING THE 
i SYNTHETICS7 


Ë EXCUSE ME, WA 
# 
Y 


NOT WITH 
MY BACK BUT IF YOU. 


MAINTENANCE 


WE WERE 
MARRIED. 


TEAM BECAUSE 


VARI 
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16 OH, I KNOW 
- IT'S YOUR JOB, Bi 


7 ‚вит 
THIS SYSTEM 15 FOOL- 
PROOF. 1 


YOULL SEE WHAT ^^ 
I MEAN. THERE IS NO WAY 
ONE OF THOSE CREATURES 
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TWO SHOWERS AND 
А SHAVE LATER m 


RA-GEL. 
ABSOLUTELY 
IMPENETRABLE. 


N NEITHER, ACTUALI 
I BELIEVE YOU 
SHOWED AN INTEREST 
IN DR. MAYAKOVSKY 
EARLIER. 


= 


NON I REMEMBER. 
HE ALSO DEVELOPED THE 
PHEROMONE COLLARS YOUR 
ANDROID HARVESTERS 


PLEASURE 
DR. MAYAKOVSKY 
18 A FAVORITE 
SUBJECT OF 


YES, THE 
PROTOTYPES OF THOSE 
COLLARS. e 


STANLEY å 
MAYAKOVSKY DESIGNED N 
AND BUILT, THE FIRST SYNTHETIC 
ALIEN CREATURE, AFTER WHICH 
I AM MODELED, WITH SUB- 
STANTIAL MODIFICATIONS. 


IF YOU'VE READ 
HIS BOOK, "CYBERANTICS," 
YOU CAN GUESS HIS REASON 
FØR DOING THIS; HIVE 
INFILTRATION. 


LIKE THAT MODEL, 
I'M EQUIPPED WITH 
ARTIFICIAL PHEROMONE 
SECRETERS. HOWEVER, MY 
REASONING FACULTIES 


HE WAS А TRUE 
GENIUS. IT'S A SHAME MOST 
OF WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT HIS WORK 
WAS CULLED FROM HIS FILES 
AFTER HIS DISAPPEARANCE 


I WONDER IF I'LL 
EVER KNOW WHAT HAPPENED 
TO HIM. 


(уши 


ዘሃ 


NOW I DONT 
KNOW HOW MUCH YOUR 
PEOPLE TOLD YOU ABOUT 
MY WORK, BECAUSE IT IS 
TOP-SECRET, SO LET ME 
GO OVER IT WITH 


BE INSPECTING 
THIS MACHINE FOR 
ACCURACY. IT MONITORS 
|| ALL SEALS IN THIS LAB, 
ENSURING THAT IT'S 
AIRTIGHT. 


WANT ONE OF MY 
"UNPERFECTED* 
VIRUSES TO GET 


y ነ ==] 
I'M WORKING 
TO DEVELOPA MICRO- 
ORGANISM THAT I$ DEADLY 
TO THE CREATURES, BUT NOT 
PEOPLE. THE RAMIFICATIONS 
OF MY SUCCESS ARE 
ENORMOUS FOR 
GRANT- CORP. 
I'VE HAD 
A LOT OF LUCK 
ENGINEERING SELECTIVE 
VIRUSES TO KILL PESTS, 
LIKE RATS OR WEEVILS, 
BUT THIS 18 SOMETHING 
ALTOGETHER 
DIFFERENT. 


HIGHLY 
SPECULATIVE. HIGHLY 
VOLATILE. 


NOT THAT 
IT WOULD HURT ANY 
OF му ALL: SYNTHETIC. 
STAFF. THEY ARE, OF COURSE, 

UNAFFECTED By ANY 
VIRUS. 


THANK YOU FOR 
EXPLAINING THAT, 


CURIOUS, ISN'T 
IT LONELY 
HERE? 


І MEAN, 
BEING THE ONLY 
HUMAN, AND 


‘OH, 
SYNTHS 

ARENT SUCH 

BAD COMPANY. 


IN FACT, THEY 
DON'T SMELL 
AS BAD AS 


SOME HUMANS 
I KNOW. 
UNLESS 


THEY CUT 
THEMSELVES. \ 
THAT WHITE 1 
JUICE THAT 
LEAKS OUT | 
REALLY 
STINKS! 
መሙ 
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AND 

THEY ALWAYS DO 

EXACTLY WHAT 
I TELL THEM 


"YOU SEE, SOMETIMES, THE ከህ 
HARVEST CREWS STAY IN (ER av 
THE HIVE TOO LONG. % MESS Ro) 


E M A i (© S % ANA 
INAN ^S М. 
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2 5 YOUR OTHER 
D SYN; 7 


"YEAH, AND WELL EQUIPPED 


FOR THE TASK 


"x1 | 


ся А. $ || 
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"THERMITE GRENADES, FLAME THROWERS, 
AND Å FEW OTHER THINGS. 


SÅ “MMMM. THAT WAS = 
H SHORTER THAN USUAL." 


"WHAT I MEAN 18, 
CAN'T ANY OF YOUR 
ANDROIDS WEAR 
THAT CONTRAPTION. 


MRS. STRUNK, 
DEAN IS NOT INSIDE 
THAT "CONTRAPTION," AS 
YOU PUT IT. 


DEAN /S THAT 
CONTKAPTION. 


255) кетееуе SN] 
THE E66 CART AND 
BODY PARTS. 
>| | 
og 


NO, YOU'RE 
CORRECT ME а 
IF I'M WRONG, вит PUITE RIGHT. 
THAT ANDROID SOUNDED 
AWFULLY RELUCTANT TO 2 ኗ 
60 IN THERE р EVERYONE 

5 KNOWS THAT ANDROIDS 
ARE PROGRAMMED TO 
PROTECT HUMANS AT AL- 


KNOWN IS THEIR 
SECONDARY MANDATE 


A 


= € — 7% 


"DEAN REALLY ONLY HAS 
TWO FUNCTIONS : IDENTIFY 
AND DESTROY THE 
ALIEN CREATURES. 


VE HE WANTS TO, 
HE CAN EVEN 
52 


3 NEN TAD 
N ‘He ONLY way JER! CAN KEEP FROM / вит тв 
BEING SHOT I5 TO TALK. DEAN KNOWS / A LOT MORE FUN 
THAT THE CREATURES CAN'T TALK." / THIS WAY. 


ENTERING THE 
№ ve, AND NOT 


WELL, IT'S \ 
GETTING PRETTY LATE, 


AND I IMAGINE YOU MUST 
BE RATHER TIRED. 


LET'S SEE 
IF WE CAN SCARE 
UP SOME EXTRA SHEETS 
FØR YOU. 


NIGHT, ON A WORLD HE'S А 
WITHOUT DAY. MAT! COMPLETELY J| 
GONE! 


7^ AND DID YOU 
SEE THE WAY HE WAS 
GROPING THAT SYNTHETIC 
WOMAN 


IT'5 NOT ENOUGH, 
JOY. WHAT HE'S DOING DOESN'T 
AMOUNT TO MORE THAN 
PRODUCT ABUSE. 


EVEN IF WE 

couLo BusTHim \ 
ON IT, THAT ISN'T WHAT | 
GRANT-CORP I$ 
LOOKING FOR 


ON THE JOB AT 
HAND. 


GOING TO TAKE IT 
EASY, BUT I'LL HANDLE 
MY END. 


[00000000 


DONT WORRY, 
HONEY. IF THE EXECS: 
AT GRANT- CORP ARE 
RIGHT... 


„NORDLING 
WILL BE PUT AWAY 
FOR LIFE. 


WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? 

I MEAN, THIS 15 WHY A CAMERA 
WAS INSTALLED IN JERI'S HEAD; 
TO RUN VISUAL SECURITY 

CHECKS 


TILL YOU SEE THE 
HØST BODIES IN 
THE GESTATION 


THIS REALLY 
15 JUSTA WASTE OF } 
YOUR TIME. 


LOOK, 
DR. NORDLING, 
ANYONE CAN DO 
М THESE VISUAL 


INVISIBLE VIOLATIONS “ 
OF SECURITY. 


LET'S HEAD 3 


DOWN TO THE LAB LIZZY, HONEY. 
RIGHT NOW AND YOU CAN YOU STAY HERE AND 
GET TO WORK. YOUR WIFE SHOW MRS, STRUNK THE 
CAN START UP | EN NEW SOFTWARE WE'VE 


HERE. D 
I 


INSTALLED. 


HEY, 
THAT'S WHAT 
ANDROIDS ARE YES, DR. 
FOR. NORDLING. 


KEEP UP THE 4 T 
GOOD WORK. AN 2 2 


av 


Ap 


LIZZY, 
DOESN'T IT EVER 
PROGRAM ENHANCES OUR а BOTHER YOU? 
ABILITY TO PREDICT STRESS FRACTURES ا‎ 
THAT MAY OCCUR IN THE DIVIDING: sa 


THE WAY 
DR. NORDLING TOUCHES 
YOU, DOESN'T THAT 
BOTHER YOU 7 


EMISSION OF 
ELECTRICAL— 


k й. 
IN mM SS yy Wal 
— pre. 
IG 7e2 Som ек ANY NN NG ‚т Suppose n "A 


WHILE I APPLY VARIOUS 
STRESSORS TO THE 
CREATURE. 


ҮШ 


> σι GAME WELL YOU SEE, 
you SEE THAT'S A VITAL-SIENS 
THAT LITTLE TAB Wir. MONITOR. 
THERE E. 7 , 7 IT TRACKS 
= USEFUL INFORMATION 
IQ t 
- መመ 
se 


STRESSORS ,, 
LIKE CUTTING OFF 


rv ር ን 
қ > 
_ THIS SHOWS US 

RELATIVE HISTAMINE LEVELS, NN) 
BLOOD PRESSURE, SKIN 

TEMPERATURE, ETCETERA, WHILE | % 
THE CREATURE UNDERGOES A 

THE TRAUMA. < 


OF COURSE, I'M PUTTING THIS ALL IN 
HUMAN TERMS, BUT THESE ARE APPROPRIATE 
PARALLELS FOR WHAT WE SEE IN THE 
CREATURES' PHYSIOGNOMY. 


AND 
THIS 15 
RELEVANT 


MOSTLY NEUTRAGEL, 
Д NEUTRALIZING THE 
ACID IN THE SPILT 


MAKING IT POSSIBLE 


TO STUDY IT FØR POST-TRAUMATIC 
WHITE COUNT AND PLATELET 


OH, VERY MUCH SO, 
DR.STRUNK. 
ALL THIS IS KEY TO MY 
UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR. 
IMMUNITY SYSTEM — 
A "SYSTEM" I'M 


I SEE. 50 WHAT DO YOU DO 
WITH THE BODIES? 


BODIES? 
WELL, MOST OF 
THEM LIVE. 


THEY HAVE 
REMARKABLE 
RECOVERY AND Я 
SURVIVAL SKILLS. ТЕШЕ, 
THEY ARE RELEASED 
INTO А BENIGN 
ENVIRONMENT. 
THEIR HIVE — 


AHH, IT'S ALL RIGHT. 
I KNOW WHO I AM. BUT YOU 
SEE, THAT'S MY PERSONAL LIFE, 

AND 7H/S — THIS I$ SCIENCE. 


AND I AM, 
AFTER ALL, А 
SCIENTIST. 


ец. нуна "ገ 
STILL NEED SOME HELP | ብ 
WITH THAT. 


OH, RIGHT. THAT'S 


== ИНУ YOU CAME TO 
De SEE ME IN THE FIRST, 
— PLACE 


TELL YOU WHAT, PHIL— 

I CAN CALL YOU PHIL, RIGHT? 

LET'S HEAD OVER TO DR. PAYNE'S 
AND SEE WHAT'S WHAT. 


"THAT'S WHAT I CALL Him. 
YOU'LL SEE WHY.” 


YOU KNOW. 

YOU AREN'T SUP! 

TO BE SMOKING IN HERE, 
DR. NORDLING. 


THE FACT I5, YOU 
DON'T HAVE TO BE HERE 
AT ALL. YOU COULD HAVE 
THAT WITHOUT CALLED ME ON THE 
A BURNING INTERCOM. 


SURE. AND YON с 
COULD IGNORE ME, JUST 
LIKE YOU ALWAYS _Z 
DO. > 


50 WHAT'S 

THE STORY WITH ANDYZ 

ALL YOU HAD TO DO NAS 
REPLACE AN EYE. 


LOOK, WE REALLY 
NEED ANDY IN THE LAB. 


UNLIKE THE OTHERS, 
I WASN'T PROGRAMMED TO 
RESPOND TO YOUR CONCERNS, 
DR. NORDLING. < 
MY SOLE FUNCTION 
HERE 15 TO EFFECT REPARATIONS: 
ON MY FELLON SYNTHETICS. 


ALL RIGHT, 7 NOW YOU GET 
| you SMART-MOUTHED ANDY OUT HERE AND И? „ге. NORDLING, 
BASTARD. FUN'S Й WHAT THE HELL Н, 
зы. OVER. GOTTEN INTO YOU. 


>. 
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me 


AW, COME OFF IT! 
IT'S NOT LIKE HE'S HUMAN, 
FOR GOD'S SAKE. 


DON'T EXPEND 
YOUR ENERGIES 
DEFENDING ME, 


WITHOUT ME, 

THIS FACILITY 

WOULD SHUT DOWN 
IMMEDIATELY. 


YOU MUST HAVE 
HEARD ME CALLING 
OUT. HOW COULD YOU 
HAVE POSSIBLY MADE 

SUCH AN ERROR? 


My OLFACTIVE 
SENSOR DETECTED 
CREATURE PHEROMONES. 
ту AUDITORY SENSOR 
REGISTERED R 
VOICE 


AVAILABLE Га 
INFORMATION 
SUGGESTED THE 
Presence oF JY 
TWO SEPARATE 

Епттез 


Pio 


я сотвят 
POSTURE WAS 
REQUIRED UNTIL 
POSITIVE 
IDENTIFICATION 


DEAN, L'M ALMOST 


Ойт OF STALKING 
ME. 


CONVINCED YOU DERIVE 
A PERVERSE PLEASURE 


THAT'S RIGHT. 
PERVERSE. 


ASK 
DR. NORDLING 


TO EXPLAIN IT Й 


7177 РА 
ሪጋ å 


THIS 15 A CLEVER PROGRAM. MOST 
PEOPLE CONSIDER SURVEILLANCE 
CAMERAS AND SYSTEMIC SECURITY 
MONITORS AS SEPARATE BRANCHES 


OF А CHECKS AND BALANCES ы < 
SYSTEM 1 4 Ya) 
|Z sur youve | S 
COMBINED THEM INTO - 2 


A VERY EFFECTIVE 
UNIT. 


THERE ARE A 
LOT OF CREATURES 


THIS 15 PART 
OF THE SECURITY 
PROGRAM, I TAKE 
IT NOT EVERYONE 
HAS ACCESS 
TO THESE 


THAT'S A LOT 
OF GUNS. 


NO. THE LOCK 


TO THE CASE RESPONDS 


Е TO THE PALM PRINTS OF 
5 ONLY DR. NORDLING 
SEWER AND DR. PAYNE. 


OKAY, I CAN 
SEE WHY NORDLING 
WOULD QUALIFY, Вит 
WHY PAYNE 7 


HE'S THE 

ONLY SYNTHETIC 

THAT NEVER GOES 

INTO THE HIVE, SO 

THERE'S NO CHANCE 
OF LOSING HIM 


ят. --. 


Vg IF YOU SAY SO. 
I HAPPEN TO THINK. 
> WE ALL SHOULD BE ABLE 


TO GET THE GUNS, 
BUT 


ME, DR. 
STRUNK? 


FINISHED 
BRIEFING YOUR 
WIFE UPSTAIRS 

AND THOUGHT YOU 

MIGHT NEED SOME 
HELP, BUT I SEE 

ANDY 18 
ALREADY κα 
HERE. 


I HEARD YOUR VOICE, 
2У. 


COME BACK НЕКЕ... 
PLEEEASE 7 


pA LS > 
4 YEAH. DR. PAYNE 
ET FINISHED LIP WITH HIM 
E ABOUT HALF AN HOUR 
AGO. 


Al 


THIS IS = 
even worse man û O ርን. 
T THOUGHT. 
ее 
/ 
> / 
/ / 


N 05 
SHOW FOUR ARRIVALS. 


AND THE "EGG HARVEST" 

15 FAR BELON THE AVERAGE 
FOR А HIVE THIS SIZE. THAT JUST 
DOESN" 

SYNTHETICS MUST GO IN THERE 

Fi 


REQUENTLY, CONSIDERING 
THE INCREDIBLY HIGH INCIDENCE 
OF HIVE-RELATED 
INJURIES. 


WT 
{ ሟያ 2 9 
ጮች oz 24 


GOSH, I 
DIDN'T MEAN TO SCARE MEAN TO PRY, BUT 
YOU LIKE THAT, N 74/5 PROGRAM DISPLAYS 
DR. STRUNK. == | BE CHECKING 
| 
Ni i Secu 
Le а SÅ 
— οτπηη МММ 
) < -一 一 — ^ SSAA 


YEAH, 
WELL, YEAH, 
I AM, BUT UMM 
I ACCESSED THESE 
FILES BY 
MISTAKE. 


MR 


IT'S OKAY, 

JERI, BUT YOU 
REALLY SHOULD LET 
А PERSON KNOW 
=| WHEN YOL ENTER 

А ROOM. 


BY MISTAKE? 
THAT WOULD BE 
VERY DIFFICULT 


A 
GLITCH IN 
THE SYSTEM, 


HAPS. 
IN WHICH CASE 
YOU SHOULD LOOK 
INTO п. ANYWAY, 
THESE ARE 
— THE FILES YOU. 
WANT. 


YOURE QUITE 
WELCOME, DR. STRUNK. 


n 
— ANDA HIVE. 


THIS LARGE SHOULDNT 


HAVE SUCH A SMALL 


Å QUEENZ! 
THERE WAS NO 
RECORD OF 
THAT. 


I MEAN, THIS GUY IS REALLY 
VOLATILE. HE PHYSICALLY 
ATTACKED ONE OF THE 
SYNTHS TODAY. 


THOSE ANDROIDS 
BURNS ME UP. 


IT DOESN'T. 
I SAW AT LEAST 
TWICE THAT NUMBER 
IN THE EGG CHAMBER, 


ALONG WITH А 
QUEEN EGG. 


I KNON WHAT 
I SAW, JOY. SOMETHING 
TELLS ME WE'RE IN OVER 
OUR HEADS ON THIS 
S MISSION. 


DISCRETION 
15 THE BETTER PART 
OF VAL 


COME ON, 
SHAKESPEARE. 
WE'RE LATE FOR 

DINNER. 


T [2:18] 
መ |) 
NOT BAD FOR `Š 


“መሙ IMEAN, 
SURE, WE'RE 
LX EATING RE-HYDRATE 


SN BEEF AND GRAVY 


BUT THE WINE 
I$ VERY REAL 


HEH HEH HEH. 


d 
AN 
RN 


р 
ў 
N 


> 


TO w 
IM. 


> IT TOOK AN 
OUTSIDE OBSERVER 
JAKE ME UP TO 
I'M DOI 


I 


PH-PHILZ PHIL Z YOU OKAY 


YOU SEE, 
j ONCE THE MATURE 
CREATURES SMELL THE ALARM 
PHEROMONES GIVEN OFF BY 
THAT LARVA I JUST KILLED, 


CAUSE I WANT SOME 
ANSWERS — NOW! 


# 
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E 
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så 
39 
Σὲ 
ὄν 
Ер 
G 
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( DOCTOR, THERE ISNT 


г 


ANY Т! 


LOOK, MAYBE I 
SHOULD BE THANKING YOU, AND 
MAYBE NOT, BECAUSE NORDLING 
COULDN'T HAVE PUT US IN 
THERE HIMSELF. 


DR.STRUNK, 
YOU MAY THINK YOURSELF 
Å STRONG-MINDED 
INDIVIDUAL — 


7 вит THE 
FACT 15, YOU'RE 
VERY DIFFICULT ТО, 
DEAL WITH. 


AN ANDROID 
HAD TO HAVE DONE IT, AND 
SINCE YOU WERE SPYING ON ME 
IN THE MONITOR ROOM, 
WHY NOT YOU? 


YOU SAID YOU HAD 
MADE AN ERROR 


WHICH IS WHY T- 
Б-у COULD NOT HAVE РИТ YOU 
IN THE HIVE. MY PRIME DIRECTIVE 
FORBIDS ME FROM EVER 
PLACING A HUMAN IN 
ANY DANGER. 


IN FACT, I MUST ፍ 
WAYS AID HUMANS, AS I'VE 
JUST DEMONSTRATED. 


wy x 
ጠው...... YOU'RE OKAY, 2 
THAT DOESN'T CHANGE THE FACT 
THAT NORDLING DID NOT PUT US IN 
THAT HIVE HIMSELF. 
CLEARLY, THIS "HUMANS 


| ΟΞ PROGRAMMING HAS BEEN 
ALTERED IN ONE, OR MORE, 
OF THE SYNTHETICS. 


NORDLING'S BRILLIANT, 
NO DOUBT ABOUT THAT, BAT OUR 
FILES SHOW HIS EXCLUSIVE FIELD 

Š 18 BIOCHEMISTRY. 


TRUE ENOUGH, 
BUT I LEARNED 
THIS MORNING IN THE 
SYNTH REPAIR LAB 
THAT CYBERNETICS 

ISN'T NORDLING'S, 


HE COULDNT 
HAVE REPROGRAMMED 
д SYNTH ON HIS 
OWN. 


JERI, IF YOU 
REALLY WANT TO PROVE 
YOU'RE ONE OF THE "GOOD 
GUYS" FIND US SOME 
MORE HELP. 


“BECAUSE I THINK 
WE'RE GOING TONEED 
ALL WE CAN GET.” 


መ 


7 LOOK,I E 
ολων: == 
THE ONLY ONE, Veg 


BESIDES NORDLING, 4 
WHO CAN GET INTO 
THE WEAPONS 
CASE. WE NEE: 
YOUR HELP. 


THAT 
BASTARD TRIED TO 
KILL US! 


I RECOGNIZE THAT, 
BUT YOU MUST UNDERSTAND, 
VOLITION DØES NOT ENTER INTO 
THIS. I AM TRULY UNABLE 

TO COMPLY WITH YOUR 
REQUEST. 


IF I GET YOU 
THOSE WEAPONS, YOULL 
USE THEM TO HURT, MAYBE 
KILL, DR. NORDLING. 
THAT WOULD 
BE IN VIOLATION OF MY 
PR 


LOOK, 
ALL WE WANT 
15 TO GET OUT OF 
HERE. WHAT IF NE САМ WE 
PROMISE NOT TO POSSIBLY BREAK 
INTO THAT WEAPONS 


NO. IT WAS. 
BUILT TO WITHSTAND 
AN ATTACK BY THE 
CREATURES. 
BUT PERHAPS 
I GAN MAKE ANOTHER 
SUGGESTION 


OH, NO! YOU REALLY 
DON'T HAVE TOGINE ME 
2 کے‎ ANYTHING. Å 
А N 
+ ELL, те ገ I Ç 
А YSEL! 


LISTEN, I BETTER 
GO CATCH UP WITH 
Y MEN. 


A 
እ - THANKS AGAIN 
‚чаша see YOU ON THE NEXT 
I OKAY: 
Nags TRIP OKAY? 
4 


GAVE US ARENT VERY 
Ee COMFORTABLE 


I'M AFRAID > 
THAT IS THE LEASTOF 
1 YOUR WORRIES. 


Е 


YOUR SHIP 
HAS BEEN LOCKED-UP. 
WE CANT GET 
ACCESS. 
E o u - ጫ = 
BUT YOU 
SAID IT WOULD c 

BE OPEN! 


IT SHOULD BE. 

DR. NORDLING ALMOST 
NEVER LOCKS SHIPS 
INTO DOCK 
I DONT 
UNDERSTAND 
IT. 


THAT EXPLAINS IT. 
THIS 15 COMMANDER 
CHAUT'S VESSEL. 
> NORDLING DIDNT 
WANT CHAUT TO KNOW 
YOU WERE HERE 


DON'T YOU KNOW 
HIM GRANT-CORP SENDS 
HIM HERE PERIODICALLY TO 
PICK UP SOME oF HE Å 
CREATURES! EGGS. MÅ 


BOUT? GRANT-CORP 
DOESNT PICK UP 
EGGS 


в 
PROBABLY 
SELLING RESEARCH 
TOO, WHICH WOULD 
EXPLAIN SOME OF 
HIS EXTREME 


d 


N 


A 
SN 
=ч 


YOU DONT THINK > 
I'D SMOKE IT AFTER THAT THING ኒነ 


HAD IT IN ITS MOUTH. ነ 

'SIDES, ГМ SURE IT'LL. | 

PISS NORDLING OFF WHEN HE SEES 
THAT SYNTH WITH ONE OF HIS 
"EARTH-GROWN" CIGARS. 


ALTHOUGH NOT NEARLY Z 
AS MUCH AS WHEN HE FINDS < 
OUT THAT WAS COUNTERFEIT 
CASH I GAVE HIM. AND WHAT 
THEY DIDT 


TIE 
y THERE'S ΝΟΝΑΥ Å 
NORDLING CAN STOP и 
KEEP IT NOW. C'MON. 
DOWN, MAN 44 
THOSE SYNTHS 
MIGHTA HEARD 


ya REALLY, DEAN. 


GOING TO MAKE THIS MUCH 


IE DO KNOWN You меке И | | 
IA OF A MESS, I WOULD HAVE 
S HANDLED THIS MYSELF. 
; MEE 
4-2 
| г ረ š = 
= Å 


ADAN | 


NORDLING, 
YOU VERMIN £ YOU 
CAN'T GET AWAY WITH THIS. 
WE'VE TRANSMITTED A MESSAGE 
TO GRANT-CORP ABOUT YOUR 
WHOLE OPERATION. 


ALL MESSAGES: 
OFF-PLANET HAVE TO 
BE AUTHORIZED BY MY 


BEFORE ANYONE 
WILL GET HERE. 


WITHOUT IT, YOU 
CAN'T REACH THE COMMUNICATIONS: 
SUB-STATION IN THIS QUADRANT. 


ALL RIGHT, THAT'S RIGHT. 
SMART-ASS, YOU WE HEARD HIM SAY 
GOT US. THE CASH HE GAVE YOU 
15 COUNTERFEIT. 
ALSO GOTSHAFTED 
ON YOUR DEAL WITH 


NATURALLY, 
BIO-DYNAMICS HAD BEEN 
PLANNING TO BURN ME FOR 

MONTHS. THEY THINK. 


N 


П 
"IF YOU HEARD CHAUT TALKING, 
THEN YOU PROBABLY SAW THAT 
BOX OF CIGARS I GAVE НМ." 


^i 


[ 4 CIA 
Rr ከአ-፦- 
> 

TRY ONE OF THESE 
BABIES OUT. 
~ г]. 


"EACH CIGAR WAS INTECTED 
WITH А DORMANT FORM 
OF A VIRULENT CONTAGION 

IVE DEI El 


HIT CAN ONLY BE 
СТМАТЕО ወሃ 
EXTREME HEAT. 


"BUT ONCE ACTIVATED, 
75 EFFECTS ARE 
ALMOST INSTANTANEOUS." 


шт WILL 
GARE IT OUT? 


“FORTUNATELY FOR THOSE 
GUYS, ITLL ALL BE OVER IN 
JUST A FEW MINUTES." 


IP WILL. 


OR IF IT HAD A 
PREPROGRAMMED ITINERARY, 
THE FOLKS AT BIO-DYNAMICS WILL 

GET QUITE A SURPRISE WHEN IT 
PULLS INTO THEIR DOCK 


CASE, I DON'T 
THINK THEY'LL EVER 
TRY TO SCRI 


DEAN HAS NOT 
BEEN "RE-WIRED" НЕ 
WAS MERELY FOLLOWING. 
Hi 


ANDROID AT HIS 
COMMAND — 


HE RELEASED. ч 
ME, DIDN'T HEZ BESIDES 


WHICH, IF DR. NORDLING HAD 
A PLASMA-RIFLE-TOTING 


A RIGI 
INTERSECTION. THAT WILL 


пц 
ТАКЕ US TO THE MAIN 
LAB. 


BE ABLE TO HURT 
DR. NORDLING, BUT 
THAT DOESN'T MEAN 
I LIKE THE MAN, OR 
WHAT HE'S 
DOING. 


| re: 
NOT ON NORDLING'S 
SIDE? 


WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING ABOUT?! Чу 
I THOUGHT I EXP! 
TO YOU 
\ ΄ 


BACK WHEN 

THIS PROJECT STARTED 

NORDLING CAME TO ME 

WITH A PROBLEM, AS 
HE CALLED IT. 


co‏ ڪڪ 
HE WANTED‏ 
TO EXPAND LIZZY'S‏ 
RESPONSIBILITIES A ይጠ‏ ]\ 
SHE COULD HELP‏ 50 


A‏ 2 کے 
AE ША‏ 
BL 4‏ 


RELAX, DR. STRUNK. 


bu 


=) 


“NOT ANY: 
YOU HAVE TO 
WORRY ABOUT. 


C'MON, 
LIZZY. MOVE IT, 
WILL YOAZ 


BUT THEY'RE GONNA 
FIND OUT. 


doCTor noR- 


NOr — NORDLING, i 
ам EXpeRiencing 
SECONDARY SYSTEM 
FAILUFES. 


DoCTor, thaT's the 
MANUAL Override— 


THAT'S RIGHT, 
LIZZY. THAT'S EXACTLY | 
WHAT IT 15. 


“I'VE ALSO SHUT о! 


FF A, 


| 
( 


IN THE STATION — 


ስ 


መመ. 


"THE STRUNKS, BAYNE, AND 
ALL THE REST OF 7) 
TURNEOATE WON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHAT'S COMING — 


OKAY NOW, DARLING. ; WHICH 
YOU TRY TO HOLD OUT JUST 15 WHY WE'RE 
A LITTLE LONGER. + HEADING UP TO 


I STILLTHINK WE 
SHOULD 60 AFTER 


"MAKING A BRIEF STOP FOR 
MY MONEY, OF COURSE." 


ME 
5 


- N YOU THERI 
Е / 16 (n 
di p % Np LI 
4 дз 5 
| h ፍረ 
Y 
á Y 
z A 
DR. STRUNK, COME ON 
NONE OF US OPERATES 4) JOY! THIS AIN'T 
FOR AN INFINITE ТИ 
SPAN. 
z እና ° 
. é 
| i 
usd И ፤ 
N 
z 


м = 

ABSTRUSE WOMAN. SSS ü 

IT'S SO DIFFICULT E 

TO GET THINGS DONE 
WITH HER 


AROUND. > 


THAT SHOULD 
(BOUT DO IT. I CAN 


BLAST THROUGH THE 

OUTSIDE DOORS WITH 
MY SHIP'S 
CANNON. 


N \ 
ምም youre 
COMING WITH US, 
ARENT VOL? 
¿NF 
0) Å e 
Va 


ACTED AS IF YOU THOUGHT 
JERI WAS OUT TO KILL US 
AND NOW YOU'RE 
PRACTICALLY CRYING 
OVER HIM 


MY GOD, PHIL, 
HE SAVED OUR 
LIVES THREE TIMES 
SINCE THEN! HOW 
AM I SUPPOSED 
TO REACT?! 


I KNOW THAT, 
BUT I CANT BE AS 
OBJECTIVE ABOUT IT 

AS YOU. 


YEAH, REAL 
VULNERABLE. TEAR 
THEM APART, AND YOU 
CAN РИТ THEM RIGHT 

BACK TOGETHER 
AGAIN. 


SPEAKING. 
OF NORDLING, I 
WONDER IF HE 

GOT Away, 


WHEN I SAW 
NORDLING ABUSE THEM, 
AND THEY COULDN'T FIGHT 
BACK, IT MADE THEM 
ALL SEEM 50. 60 
VULNERABLE 


LOOK, I'M THANKFUL 
FOR THAT ТОО, BUT YOU ! 
YOU'RE PROTECTING HUMANITY 
ON THOSE SYNTHS, AND 
THEY'RE JUST MACHINES. 
THEY HAVE TO 
ACT THAT WAY. THAT: 
WHAT THEY WERE BUILT 
AND PROGRAMMED 
FØR. 


MACHINE MAKES 
COFFEE 


ИМОТ IF THERE'S ANY JUSTICE 
IN THIS LIFE. “ 


15 Li 
ш 


JERI m TERI, 
SorRY FREE? N WHERE'D YOU GET 
DidN't Mean tO, ^ KN, i THAT CIGAR? 
but eye —i Know ` Tra 
ΗΑΕ Will Make 5 
you feel 
better. 


AL 
ww 


N 


JERI, THAT'S πίθος 
΄ N 
A D NGHeEnw 


二 Darker dArkest- 
ө DIGHE m Daym day- 
NIGHT = LigHt »« 
Lighter.. 


JERI, YOU LIGHT THAT CIGAR, ΕΝ | 
YOU'LL KILL ME I 


THAT'S IN ( 
DIRECT VIOLATION 
OF YOUR PRIME 


dAMaGe SusTaiNEd — 
IN COmbat tO— CeNtRal 
m 
EN PrOceSsinG  exPerleNciNo 
7 Увтем -- ай. UrEs. 


WreCk —dirECTive. 
Enforcement 


John Arcudi was born at an early age and hasn't gotten ai 
younger since. He was raised by two older brothers, but thé 
put him back down when their father caught them. John hı 


John is a shell of his former self, but he's quick to add tha 
if you run into his former self, tell him that his shell misses hii 


Jimmy Palmiotti has worked with virtually every publishé 
artist, and writer in the industry. He got his start working bn #| 
The Punisher, Namor, X-Men, Conan, and Ghost Rider followed by 


Event Comics and released their first title, Ash, recently option 
for an animated movie from DreamWorks. In addition to à 


Ash miniseries with Mark Waid, Brian Augustyn, and Humbei 
Ramos, Palmiotti's current projects include SuperSoldig 
Vampirella, and Pain Killer Jane. 


hn Bolton paints in an eerie, prop-filled studio in North 
bndon. An award-winning artist who has worked on books 
ith Chris Claremont, Neil Gaiman, Clive Barker, Sam Raimi, 
ne Rice, and many others, and whose ethereal vampire- 
omen and magical creatures have made his work much 
ught after, John has handled assignments for every major 
blisher in the comics field. 


Duncan Fegredo is your standard big kid, splitting his time betw 
video games and toys. While comic-book fans have enjoyed Dunca: 
distinctive art on Kid Eternity, Enigma, Millennium Fever, Face, and 08 
they haven't experienced his amazing ability for run-on sentende 
and stream-of-consciousness, free-form speaking (which has warm 
out several-hundred feet of trans-Atlantic telephone wire and at le; 
five editors’ ears). While Duncan’s talents have been celebratedfir 

many countries, the true secret of his success is his charming wif í A 
Diana, who has had to listen to him more than anybody. VGS 
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British artist Duncan Fegredo has done several covers for the Aliens comic-book series. 
These covers are collected here, along with some never-before-published sketch material. 


The cover for the original trade-paperback collection of Aliens: Stronghold. 


Duncan's cover for Aliens: Havoc #2, and below, the finished cover for Dark Horse 
Presents #117 along with а sketch for an alternate version of the same cover. 


Above, unfinished cover sketches for a cancelled collection of the Aliens: Music of the Spears comic-book 
series and below, sketches for the original Aliens: Stronghold trade paperback 


SECRET INVESTIGATORS, ESCAPED XENOMORPHS, 
AND REBELLIOUS ANDROIDS! SCIENCE GOES MAD, 
AND HUMANITY IS THREATENED BY... 


||!!! 


STRONEROLBP 


O, what should have been a routine supply run, 
Philip and Joy Strunk deliver a shipment of synthetic 
photo receptors to Grant-Corp biotechnologist Dr. 
Caspar Nordling and discover that the scientist is 
conducting sadistic experiments on an Alien 
chestburster. With the threat of being brought up 
on charges, it seems Dr. Nordling's perfect world 
might collapse, but the Strunks soon find that the 
good doctor is prepared to use his deadly discoveries 
to keep his secrets from getting out. As the line 
between science and horror narrows, who will find 
themselves on the short end of the cut? 


A newly updated Dark Horse Comics, Aliens Library edition! 


$16.95 U.S., $23.95 CANADA 
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